Langtons’ and District
Newsletter
Lament for the Cuckoo

Summer

With climate issues in the news I reflected when I last
heard a cuckoo in Church Langton. It must have been Edition
the late ‘90s, up near the church somewhere. 2019
According to the journal Nature Communications,
Britain has lost more than 70% of its cuckoos in the past 25 years. Has anyone heard a
cuckoo this season anywhere? Do let me know.

Someone did get in touch with me about King Charles Well following an item in the
Spring edition. I shall be following this up in the Autumn Edition. Roz Folwell

A Summer of Events
We have a plethora of events in our area again this summer, so much so, I thought
it’d be handy to have a summary—enjoy!
Saturday 25th May Macmillan bike ride p13
Tuesday 11th June VISTA Eye Advice bus p20
Friday 14th June Langton Community Hall Film p19
Saturday 22nd June Church Langton School Fete p16
Sunday 23rd June Village Picnic p21
Saturday 29th June Heroes & Heroines Talk p7
Sunday 30th June St. Peter’s Roof Dedication p6
Sunday 30th June Blaston
Show p5

Langton Beer Festival p12

Wednesday 10th July Guided Tours of St. Peter’s p10
Wednesday 10th July Talk & Demonstration p10
Friday 12th—14th July

Sunday 4th August Churchyard wander p10
Friday 9th August Langton Community Hall Film p19
Monday 26th August Village Cricket Final p21

Leicester Morrismen
Wednesday 3rd July
7.45pm Tur Langton: The Crown
8.45pm Thorpe Langton: The Bakers’ Arms
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UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU
AT THE
F&G
A REAL COUNTRY PUB WITH REAL ALES

NOW SERVING FOOD
TUESDAY to THURSDAY 5.30~9pm
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 12~9pm
SUNDAY 12 ~ 4pm

FOOD WILL BECOME AVAILABLE

SOON AT LUNCH TUES – THURS
KEEP AN EYE ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
 0116 259 6340, E info@foxandgoose.pub
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The Langtons and Welham Benefices
Service Pattern
Sunday
June 2nd

Sunday
June 9th
Pentecost

Sunday
June 16th

Sunday
June 23rd

9.00
a.m.

Welham
HC
Canon
P. Norwood

Tur Langton
HC
Canon
B. Davis

Welham
HC
Canon
P. Norwood

Glooston
HC
Canon
P. Norwood

10.30
am

Church
Langton
HC
Rev’d
M. Hathway

Church
Langton
Morning Service
Maxine Johnson

Church
Langton
HC
Rev’d
M. Hathway

Church
Langton
HC
Canon
C. Oxley

6.00
pm

6.30
pm

Stonton Wyville
HC
Canon P. Norwood
Shangton
HC
Canon
P. Norwood

Launde
Abbey
Evensong to
celebrate
900 years

Thorpe
Langton
HC
Canon
B. Davis

Thorpe
Langton
HC
Rev’d
D. Faulks
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Sunday
June 30th

Church
Langton
Dedication
Festival
Service
Rev’d M.
Hathaway

Sunday
July 7th

Sunday
July 14th

9.00
a.m.

Welham
HC
Canon I.
Gemmell

10.30
am

Church
Langton
HC
Rev’d
M. Hathway

6.00
pm

6.30
pm

Sunday
July 21st

Sunday
July 28th

Tur Langton
H.C.
Canon
B. Davis

Welham
HC
Canon
P. Norwood

Glooston
HC
Rev’d
M. Hathaway

Church
Langton
Morning Service
Maxine Johnson

Church
Langton
HC
Canon J.S.
Hopewell

Church
Langton
HC
Rev’d
M. Hathaway

Stonton Wyville
HC
Canon
P. Norwood
Shangton
Evening Service
Hilary Painter

Thorpe
Langton
HC
Canon
P. Norwood

Cranoe
Evensong
Canon
P. Norwood
Thorpe
Langton
HC
Rev’d
M. Hathway

Sunday Club in Thorpe Langton Church at 4pm on the 4th
Sunday of every month. clarecharles@live.co.uk

Heroes and Heroines
Saturday 29th June, 7.30pm at
Langton Community Hall,
Church Langton LE16 7SZ
A plate of canapés and glass of wine followed by a presentation about four
heroes/heroines in the true lifeboat tradition of bravery and self-sacrifice
by Mike Major, RNLI Education Volunteer

Tickets £15.00
All proceeds to St Peter’s Church Roof Appeal and RNLI
Tickets available from Roz Folwell
01858 545160 / Email r.folwell@btinternet.com
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The Langtons and Welham Benefices
Service Pattern
Sunday
August 4th

Sunday
August 11th

Sunday
August 18th

Sunday
August 25th

9.00
a.m.

Welham
HC
Canon
P. Norwood

Tur
Langton
HC
Canon
B. Davis

Welham
HC
Canon
P. Mackenzie

Glooston
HC
Canon
P. Norwood

10.30
am

Church
Langton
HC
Canon
V. Ashwin

Church
Langton
Morning Service
Maxine Johnson
———
Stonton Wyville
HC
Canon P. Norwood

Church
Langton
Morning
Service
Maxine
Johnson

Church
Langton
HC
Rev’d
M. Hathway

6.00
pm
6.30
pm

Shangton
H.C.
Canon B. Davis
Thorpe
Langton
HC
Canon
V. Ashwin

Thorpe
Langton
HC
Canon
P. Norwood

Cream Teas
Cream Teas have
started and will be held
in St. Peter’s, Church
Langton from 3.00-5.00pm
until 22nd September.
Come and sample the excellent cake
and scones at very reasonable prices.
Cakes also available for purchase.
Volunteers to help very welcome.
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REPORT FOR St. Peter’s, Church Langton AGM

FABRIC
The last twelve months have been very significant in the life of St. Peter’s. Having
secured the grant of £97,000 from HLF through the sterling work of Project
Leader, Roz Folwell, we were able to instruct the contractor, Prestige Metals to
begin work on the Aisle roofs in October. Prior to this, the Heritage Lottery Project
Launch was held on 28th September, many people were personally invited as well
as an open invitation to parishioners from the three villages which St. Peter’s
serves. The event was very well attended both Roz and Architect, Brian Martin
addressed the audience regarding obtaining the grant and the work involved.
Refreshments were served. Work to both aisle roofs proved to be very straight
forward and we were able to renew the chancel roof as well which was completed
by March. Works to repair the boundary walls on the North and East are still at the
planning stages, with further reports awaiting. The PCC will issue full details as
soon as possible.
WORSHIP
Services have been held every week in St. Peter’s, unless a fifth Sunday Benefice
service. There has been a rota of nine retired Clergy conducting Eucharist services,
also Evangelist, Paul Hall and Lay Reader, Maxine Johnson leading worship on the
second Sunday with morning service. Canon Chris Oxley offered to lead worship
on the fourth Sunday on a regular basis; this started in January. He also led the
Lent Course. St. Peter’s was blessed with the presence of Bishop Martyn, Bishop
of Leicester who presided over Maundy Thursday service. We continue to have the
services of Norman Austin and Ann Wood to play the organ one a month. We are
indebted to Keith Folwell who not only plays the keyboard twice a month but also
steps in to play when either Norman or Ann are unable to do so. We have a very
small pool of organists to call upon and therefore greatly appreciate Keith’s
commitment to play for us. Over the last year, there has been two Baptisms and
one Wedding.
FUNDRAISING
St. Peter’s witnessed a most amazing concert last May when the West End of
London came to Church Langton. This was organised by Peter Oppenheimer and
his team the ‘Village People. However, a team from the Church was very active in
making sure that this was a success! Thanks to Eric and Miriam Williams. Roz
Folwell organised Concorde & Canapes evening, with a talk by former Senior
Pilot, John Hutchinson. She also organised the
Archaeological talk, the talk by
Historical Society, the Barn Dance and the WW1 Concert. Max Dodd organised
the Drawing Day. Thanks to all who helped and assisted in these events. Last but
not least, at the end of the Cream Tea season, Betty Morley stepped down after
being involved right from the start over twenty years ago. A special ‘Tea’ was held
for her in the Church.
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St. Peter’s Church Heritage Projects
Now the capital work on the roofs has been completed the
next phase is the heritage projects. The purpose is to involve
the public in exploring and explaining the interior and
exterior of the church and the churchyard.

We have three groups, including the school, leading these projects. The launch of
the leaflet interpreting the church will be on Wednesday 10th July. Look out for the
explanation on the churchyard gates on how to contribute to the churchyard
exploration and join us in a churchyard wander. Please come and join us.
Event dates are:Wednesday 10th July—11.00am guided tour of the chur ch
2.00pm “
“ “ “
“
7.30pm Illustr ated talk & demonstr ation by the ar chitect and contr actor on
their findings and how the steel and lead were worked to reroof the church.
FREE, but donations towards church roof welcome.

This event is part of the Festival of Archaeology 14th—29th July

Festival leaflets are available in all museums and libraries—find an event near you.
www.leicsfieldworkers.co.uk/latest-news/festival-of-archaeology/

Sunday 4th August—2.00pm chur chyar d wander
Join our Parish Wardens, Katie & Melissa and explore the flora, fauna and gravestones in the churchyard.
Sunday 15th September—2.00pm guided tour of the chur ch
Sunday 22nd September—2.00pm “
“ “ “
“
This event is part of the Nat. Trust Heritage Open Days 13th-22nd September
www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
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East Langton Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting Report

Again, it has been another busy year for the Parish Council. Our main
achievement has been the ‘Making’ (the legal term for formally adopting) of the
Neighbourhood Plan last June.
This was a long process begun in 2013. I would like to take this opportunity to thank
the previous and current Parish Councillors and Clerks; John Preston, James House,
Suzie Imber, Darron Stretton, Robin Johnson, John Loney, Martine Browne,
Heather Munro and Alison Gibson. I would particularly like to thank Gary Kirk and
his associates for advising and guiding us, and writing the Plan. Also Matt Bills
from Harborough District Council, and all the Parishioners who attended the
Consultations, commented on and turned out for the vote on the Plan.
Planning Applications and Appeals still come to us regularly. Notably the Approval
of Outline Planning for 17 houses behind Thornton Crescent submitted by Langton
Homes on land owned by the Brudenall Estate. This will be the largest build in the
Parish since the council houses in the 1960’s. Harborough District Council ensured
the number of 4 and 5 bedroomed houses were reduced and replaced with smaller
social housing, shared ownership Affordable houses and bungalows, all much
needed in the Parish.
The Appeal of the Application for 5 houses and a children’s play area made by
Granger’s on behalf of the Diocese at the back of Old School Walk, has just been
refused by the Inspector. His decision that an Open Space for Sport and Recreation,
rather than for housing, is particularly important now, given the increase in housing.
The responses to the Application from the village were commented on.
The annual £2,495 from Lightsource, the installers of the solar panels at Thorpe
Langton, has contributed to two defibrillators and a memorial seat on The Green,
Church Langton. One defibrillator has been installed at the school and planning
permission has been received for one beside the Parish Noticeboard on the wall of
The Bell public house. The awareness training was well attended last May and it is
hoped to hold another session when the second defibrillator is installed.
The cost of the seat was subsidised by Harborough District Council and will be
dedicated, probably on Remembrance Sunday. We are still looking for more ideas
for community projects we can use the Lightsource money on.
The highways and footpaths continue to be monitored by the Parish Council. The
wording has been painted on the Thorpe Langton road, warning of the school bus
drop off point. Councillors are repeatedly reporting pot holes and damage to signs to
Leicestershire County Council Highways for repair. Again we are grateful for
residents reporting issues to us.
Alison Gibson, our Clerk, has been instrumental in assessing the assets the Parish
Council own – the war memorial, bus shelter, water pump, three seats and two
noticeboards. The ownership of the village green Church Langton, by the Parish
Council, has been verified and consequently the 5 trees on it. The trees have had
some branches removed to allow the mowers to go under. However, it transpires the
cost of the mowing will now be transferred from the County Council to the Parish
Council. Work to repair and maintain the seats, noticeboards, pump and bus shelter
will be undertaken. We would be grateful if parishioners would contact the Parish
Council if they find any problems with these items.
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Looking to the year ahead, the continuation of the 44 bus will be decided by the
County Council in June. Thank you to all who contributed to the Consultation. The
Parish Council will be surveying the footpaths to ensure vegetation is cut back. A
litter pick, lead by our Tree Warden, Katie Fox, last weekend produced 12 bags of
rubbish and we are pleased that both our Heritage Wardens, Melissa Heslop, and
Katie Franks are involved with the Heritage Lottery Fund activities as part of the
grant application by St. Peter’s to raise money to replace the roofing that was
stolen.
We are planning to site 4 litter/dog bins at the gateway to the field on Old School
Walk and on Church Causeway by the bus stop and post box, Church Langton; and
at the entrances to the Foxton and Thorpe Langton footpaths on Back Lane, East
Langton.
Our next big task is to work with parishioners to establish an Emergency Plan. We
are seeking parishioners with equipment and skills that we could call upon should
we have an emergency.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Clerk and Parish Councillors for
their hard work and support over the year. I would especially like to thank Gary
Kirk for his considerable contribution over the last 6 years. He has decided to step
down as Parish Councillor, therefore we have a vacancy. As you have heard this is
a very active Parish Council who are keen to represent your interests and improve
our Parish. If you would like to join this friendly, enthusiastic group of Councillors
please let us know.
Roz Folwell, Chairman East Langton Parish Council
‘
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Church Langton CE Primary School
and Great Bowden Academy chosen to help train the
next generation of teachers
Opera visit
Year six were lucky enough to obtain tickets to the Royal
Opera House in Covent Garden this half term. They
watched a contemporary opera called The Monstrous Child by Gavin
Higgins, which was adapted by author Francesca Simon from her own
novel. Puppetry and the inspiration of the Norse landscape contribute to
the theatrical spectacle about Hel, the daughter of Norse God Loki and
the giantess Angrboda. The class were delighted to have the chance to
experience an art form that many had not encountered before. We also
followed this up with an arts project where the children created shadow
puppets of gods and acted out elements of the opera.
Year Four residential
A regular highlight of the year is the residential trip that year four enjoy at
Rock UK in Irthlingborough. The three day trip involved the children taking
on a range of challenges, including raft building, the nightline walk and
abseiling. During their assembly to the rest of the school and parents the
children shared their favourite elements with the King Swing being
mentioned regularly. The experience of being raised up in the air to gain a
fantastic view of the valley before the swinging down was a big
achievement for many. The trip also involved a number of sessions based
on bible stories including Above and Beyond, learning about the work of a
charity who support remote communities around the world. A great
residential trip for the class, thank you to the staff who gave up their time
to run the trip.
Art projects
We have been looking at cities, buildings and houses in our Art lessons this
term. Each year group has worked on their own project and have
experienced working with a variety of medium. Year 1 created colourful
paper collages of a cityscape and year 2 painted and collaged
skyscrapers based on a painting by Georgia. O Keeffe.
Year 3 have been busy drawing LS Lowry industrial scenes and making 2D
cardboard houses. They also made beautiful clay houses that can be
used as tea light holders. Year 4 made 3D cities out of boxes, each house
had windows carpets and furniture. It was year 5s turn to have Art and
Design technology enrichment, making WWII Anderson shelters with a
wooden frame constructed by the children. This involved sawing wooden
doweling and gluing the frames together.
Year 6 designed and built outrageous and fun 3D model chairs, their
creations involved using a broad mix of materials from wire and mod rock
to textiles and sparkles!
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Tony and Iris Retire

Tony Spencer, accompanied by his wife Iris, has hung up his keys as
Premises Officer of the Langton Community Hall after 14 years of
sterling work. A presentation of theatre vouchers was made by the
volunteer Trustees of the Community Hall at the Bell, East Langton. Left
to right, Tony, Roz Folwell, Chair John Loney, Maxine Johnson and Iris.

The Lost Man by Jane Harper
This fantastic thriller is set in the Australian outback. The
plot revolves around the Bright family and the isolated
community nearest to their family cattle station Burley
Downs where the three Bright brothers grew up.
The book opens with the discovery of the body of Cameron Bright, the middle one
of the three brothers. He is found by the headstone of another long dead victim of
the unrelenting Australian climate. No one can understand why Cameron (an
experienced farmer) would abandon his car and walk to his death in the fierce
deadly heat of the outback. Food and water supplies are untouched in his abandoned
vehicle.
What follows is a gripping read. The book is about much more than uncovering the
murderer. It shows the reader how life is experienced in the outback and how this
could lead someone to commit murder. You can feel the heat on your back even on
a grey day in England.
JL
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Langton Community Hall

Phoenix Community Cinema
Presents
Green Book (12)

Fisherman’s Friends (12A)

Friday 14th June

Friday 9th August

‘2019 OSCAR winner of Best Picture’

Ten fishermen from Cornwall
achieve a Top 10 hit after they
are signed by Universal
Records.

A working-class Italian-American
bouncer becomes the driver of an
African-American classical pianist on a
tour of venues through the 1960s
American South.

Langton Community Hall,
Church Langton
7.30pm £5 on the door
Large screen, quality sound and refreshments
Roz

01858 545160

r.folwell@btinternet.com

www.langtoncommunityhall.org.
The website will be actively manged and includes a daily calendar
as well as advertising for future events such as
the Phoenix Community Cinema.
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Welcome to the 2019 cricket season

Langtons Cricket Club, Main Street, East Langton
Dear Neighbour
Last year saw the first year of corporate sponsorship and the ability to pay social
membership by BACS. It was also the year the wicket was upgraded, the boundary
fence repaired and the club house toilets refurbished. This year we are planning further
refurbishment of the club house, inside and out.
After 15 years as Chairman of Langtons Cricket Club, Simon Pollard is stepping down
and a new Chairman will be voted in, taking over for the 2019 season. The whole
village owes Simon a huge debt of gratitude for his endless support and I am sure he
would be delighted to join you for a drink at the club house bar. Simon will no doubt be
taking on a new role within the club!
We are also delighted to announce a new patron of the Club; Jeremy Snape, former
Captain of Leicestershire County Cricket and England player.
Please can I ask you all to help us by renewing your social membership by the end of
April, and if you have any spare time or resources please do come along and help at the
club house on Saturday mornings from 10am in April while we do various jobs to
improving the club house.
Social Membership prices are:
£12 per person, children under 12 are free
£10 per person for families of 4 or more (paying together)
BACS to Langtons Cricket Club, Sort Code 20-63-66, A/c; 43319970 with your name
and post code as a reference. Cash to Clare Freer The Forge, East Langton or Mark
Williams The White House, East Langton
17th May – Village cricket
2nd June – Presidents Day & Sponsors Tea
21st June - Village cricket
23rd June –Village Picnic
12th July – Village cricket
19h July – Village cricket
26th August - Village Cricket Final
Please save these dates in your diary, the village cricket and social events depend on
your support and input – we look forward to welcoming members old and new for this
season’s village cricket and social events.
Kind Regards,
Simon Pollard; Chairman, Langtons Cricket Club
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The Langtons’ Directory
Organisation

Contact

Telephone

Church
Bell Ringing, Church Langton

Betty Morley

01858 545426

After School Club

C L School

01858 565237

Harborough Table Tennis Club

Vaughan Allington

01858 466034

LCH Bookings

Maxine Johnson

01858 545745

LCH Chairman

John Loney

01858 545603

LCH Social Committee

Roz Folwell

01858 545160

Bakers Arms - Thorpe Langton

Tim & Kate

01858 545201

Langton Arms - Church Langton

Jack

01858 545396

The Bell - East Langton

Mic

01858 545278

Langton Community Hall

Public Houses

The Crown - Tur Langton

01858 545264

The Old Barn - Glooston

Guy

01858 545884

Church Langton School

Mr. Roddy

01858 545237

East Langton Parish Council

Alison Gibson

0 7763177707

Tur Langton Parish Council

Alison Gibson

07437 563394

Hanbury Charity

Derek Hewitt

01858 545824

Langton Cricket Club

Mark Ward

01858 545734

The Langtons’ and District Newsletter is non-profit making and all
proceeds go towards the costs of publication.
This publication is delivered to all the Langton Villages, Shangton,
Stonton Wyville, Welham, Cranoe and Glooston.
If you are planning events or want to let the community
know what has been going on
the next publication will be printed at the end of August
for September, October and November.
Contact Roz Folwell on 01858 545160
r.folwell@btinternet.com
22

23

24

